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✓ Low-income family

✓ Immigrant minority 

✓ First-generation graduate student

✓ Culturally and linguistically diverse background

✓ Father of two children, one with ADHD

Why am I interested in preschool suspension and
expulsion?



Outcome
Domains

Evidence-Based Practices Core Idea

Attention
Time management
Self-efficacy

Positive Behavior Support Preventive and positive environment
to promote appropriate behavior

Sensory
Academic

Educational Support Bridge the gap in abstract thinking,
and logical reasoning

Emotion
Social

Parent Psychosocial Support Parenting style adaptation and
mental health adjustment

Hyperactivity Physical Exercise Support Utilize physical activities to promote
brain functioning

Multimodal Treatment Approach to Support Children with ADHD







Would You Consider Suspending Jushua?

✓Not following directions

✓Stepping on and kicking other children

✓Mocking the teacher

✓Pretending to use his hands as a gun and pointing it at the teacher

✓Shutting off the light in the bathroom when someone is using it

✓Saying “I will cut your hand!” when a girl used his eraser without asking

 



• Often the children most in need of 
intervention are the ones expelled from the 
system.

• Age: Preschoolers were being expelled at 
rates more than 3 times higher than 
school-aged children.

• Large Racial Disparities: Black children 
represented 18% of public preschool 
enrollment, but 48% of preschoolers 
receiving multiple out-of-school 
suspensions.

Why Focus on Suspension and Expulsion?



"Expulsion in early childhood education is not an intervention. Over a 
decade of research and data tell us that the policies and practices of 
suspension and expulsion in early childhood, which disproportionately 
affect children of color, are causing harm to children and families.”

---NAEYC



49.7%
In the past year, have you asked a parent to pick up a child 
early because of problems with the child’s behavior?

Note. Data based on the National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE) center-based providers, N = 6,917



Suspension 
and Expulsion

TraumaDisability

Who is being suspended and expelled?





Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs) : 

Traumatic events that affect 
children, such as suffering child 
maltreatment or living in a household 
affected by domestic violence, 
substance misuse or mental illness 
(Felitti et al., 1998). 

Definition  



Method 

• Data source: 2016 National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH) dataset

• Collected from June 2016-February 2017 

• Sample: 6,100  (aged 3-5 years old)  

• Measures: 
✓ ACEs (poverty, violence, divorce, substance abuse, incarceration, mental illness) 
✓ Disability (based on parent reported IEP) 
✓ Covariate (age, sex, race, ethnicity, birth weight, home language, parent education)

• Data analysis: 
✓ R programing survey package and SAS programing 
✓ Complex survey weighting procedure 
✓ Descriptive analysis 
✓ Logistic regression 
✓ Missing data



Q1. Parent reported preschool suspension and expulsion prevalence rates  

• Suspension:  870 children per school day (2% of the preschool population) 

• Expulsion:  86 children per school day (0.2% of the preschool population) 

Findings 

, 

Zeng et al., 2019



Findings 
Minnesota ranked 11th in using suspension/expulsion.

Note. Based on the National Survey of Children’s Health data

# State Rate

1 Arkansas 6.6

2 Ohio 5.3

3 Tennessee 5.2

4 Oklahoma 4.7

5 Idaho 4.1

6 New Mexico 3.9

7 North Carolina 3.5

8 Indiana 3.4

9 Maine 3.2

10 Kentucky 3.0

11 Minnesota 2.9

0.5



Zeng et al., 2019

Findings



Q2. Preschool suspension and expulsion as a function of disability status and ACEs

Zeng et al., 2021



Key Takeaways

• Preschoolers are expelled at rates more than 3 times 
higher than school-aged children.

• Significant Racial Disparities: Black children represented 
18% of public preschool enrollment, but 48% of 
preschoolers receiving multiple out-of-school suspensions.

• Significant Disabilities Disparities:  Preschool children 
with disabilities are 3 times more likely than their 
preschool peers to be suspended or expelled.  

• Significant ACEs Finding: Preschool children who have 
experienced ACEs are as much as 10 times more likely 
than their peers to be suspended or expelled.



Call to Action

Sending children back to their homes doesn’t solve the problem 
(U.S. Department of Health and Department of Education, 2016; NAEYC, 2017). 

We need:
• Legislation to better resource the entire system including placement in early 

intervention classroom settings
• Cross-system collaboration
• Supportive home environment and positive parenting support
• Pyramid model and mental health consultation



Thank You!
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